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Echockotee’s 75th Anniversary
By Kyle Kipple, Lodge Secretary

75 years. Let that sit there a second. It seems like such a small
number, but it is anything but that. 75 years equates to nearly 900 months,
or just about 27,375 days. Back when Echockotee Lodge was founded, FDR
was in his third term, Joe DiMaggio was playing baseball, and World War
II was wreaking havoc over Europe. In July of 1941, the Order of the Arrow
gave a charter to its 200th lodge, Echockotee Lodge 200 of the North Florida
Council. Our name, “Echockotee,” is a Seminole word meaning “we are
brothers,” which was chosen by the youth under the leadership of our first
lodge chief, Morrow Bennett. Our first totem was the alligator, but was later changed to the lefthanded handclasp. When our founder, Dr. E. Urner Goodman, retired in Penney Farms (a mere
25 miles from Camp Shands), Echockotee Lodge presented him with a lifetime membership.
Here we are, 75 years later. We’ve grown to be one of the largest lodges in the country, with
nearly 1000 registered members. While many things have changed over the course of 75 years,
some things have remained constant: the dedication of Echockotee Lodge to the principles of our
Order, service to Scouting, and devotion to the camps and camping programs of the North Florida
Council. The Arrowmen of Echockotee truly personify the characteristic of cheerful service.
Now, it’s time to look to the future. Where do you see us in another 75
years? We have accomplished so much, and Echockotee Lodge has the potential to
accomplish so much more. However, excellence requires many things. The future
relies on new members, and what they can bring. The future relies on old members,
and their experience to guide younger Arrowmen. No matter who you are or where
you came from, there is a place for you to build our future. Go out there and find it!
We would like to invite all Arrowmen of Echockotee Lodge to celebrate these years of
triumph and history.
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Brothers,
This past year and a half has been an incredible experience to serve
Echockotee Lodge as its chief. Over that time, we have seen numerous
successes: earning the title of 2015 Section S-4 Best All Around Lodge,
becoming an ArrowTour stop (putting on what our road crew said was the
best program in the Southern Region), and even being awarded one of eight
national OA Innovation Awards. I’ve never been more proud to be a member of
Echockotee Lodge.
Each one of us has contributed to our success thus far, and will continue
to be a part of it in the future. Our best in the lodge isn’t just reflected in our
lodge officers, our chapter officers, or our committee chairmen. It’s reflected
in the dedication of every individual Arrowman: the chapter member who
stays a little longer to finish service at a fellowship, the new Ordeal member
that comes up with a great idea and jots it down, or the one that shouts out a
random cheer in the middle of an arduous situation. These are the Arrowmen
that we should strive to be. It isn’t just being a leader, holding a position, or
showing up - it’s maintaining the spirit of cheerful service that our Order was
founded on.
All of us have a chance to leave a legacy in Echockotee Lodge. At Winter
Fellowship, we will kick off the 75th anniversary of our lodge. We want each
brother to contribute to the legacy for our future brothers, just as each of us
has done our part to make Echockotee Lodge the great lodge it is today. But
you don’t have to wait 25 years to see your efforts come to fruition. At the
fellowship, we’ll hold elections for officer positions and appoint new committee
chairmen for the lodge; here, you have an opportunity to step forward and gain
an incredible leadership experience through the Order of the Arrow.
It’s been an honor serving as your Lodge Chief. Now you have the
opportunity to leave your legacy. There’s only one question - will you take that
chance? I see nothing but great things to come, and I want to thank you brothers
for letting me be a part of it. Wimachtendienk, Wingolausik, Witahemui.
Yours in Wingolausik,

Cole Gabriel
Echockotee Lodge Chief

The lodger officers and chapter
chiefs gather after Fall Fellowship!
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Good (insert time of day) Echockotee Lodge,
Winter Fellowship is approaching, and approaching FAST! This is going
to be the fellowship of the year and considering it is Echockotee’s 75th
anniversary celebration only adds to the excitement!! During this fellowship,
the morning activity sessions will be filled with exciting training based on what
you, the Arrowmen, have told us. Want to learn how to be an expert dodgeball player? Or
want to learn how to facilitate some of the messiest chapter games? Then all you have to do is
come out to Winter Fellowship. I know I’ll see you there! As always, stay classy Echockotee!!
Austin Schwindt, Vice Chief of Training
Greetings brothers!
The 75th anniversary event is a time for training, fun, and reflection. Old school will meet new school
throughout the entirety of the weekend. I truly believe everyone in attendance will get something
out of Winter Fellowship that he or she would not get at any other fellowship. We have been a lodge
for almost 75 years - goodness gracious! That is an achievement to be celebrated and remembered.
75 years of the lingering traditions of cheerful service in North Florida is amazing to think about. I
am proud to be a part of an organization and a lodge that has been successful in transforming the
lives of young men for so long. I sure hope to see you out at Camp Shands for an amazing weekend.
Zach Morris, Vice Chief of Program
Follow Echockotee Lodge on Twitter!

@echockotee

Echockotee,
I hope everyone enjoys this publication, or what our chief calls, The Final Feather. No no no, this won’t
be the last Feather ever produced! Just the last Feather that I’ve had the pleasure of chasing down
lodge officers for their reports, calling and texting chapter chiefs for their chapter reports (see those
on page 6 & 7, by the way), or going through hundreds of photos to include with articles. One thing’s for
sure, however - I wouldn’t have traded it for the world. With that being said, if you’re interested in joining
lodge communications (publications, social media, or website), be sure to email us at socialmedia@
echockotee.org - we would love to have you on our nationally-recognized communication team!
Kyle Kipple, Secretary
Hello Echockotee!
Remember that our fiscal year is coming to a close, and that now is the time to use the remainder
of the funds allocated to your chapter or committee. Please make the best effort to avoid using
credit cards to pay for attendance at events, as it has fiscally adverse effects on the lodge.
As this is my last officer report, I would like to thank all of you for allowing me to serve you - it has been
very rewarding to me. I give my sincerest thanks to my adviser, Todd Leonard, for his great support
and educational insight. As I move on, I am proud of what this administration has accomplished, and
I am hopeful for the future of the lodge and of our organization.
Jonathan Brescia, Treasurer
Find check request forms at

www.echockotee.org

Greetings Echockotee,
I’m very excited to say that the historical display is coming along well. If you interest in helping
during the building process, let me know! We have had successful build days so far - keep an ear out
for more possible build dates if you would like to help! As far as chapter displays go, I look forward
to seeing them during Winter Fellowship and seeing what all your chapter has done. I hope you
all put full effort into them and make them as great as possible! I can’t wait to see all of you soon!
John Carlisle, Historian
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Special Needs Camporee

By TJ Laquidara, Special Needs Camporee Chairman
I hope everyone had a fun weekend at Special Needs Camporee. Every year we are given
the task to host an event that gives people with physical and mental disabilities the opportunity
to walk into an environment that accepts them and treats them with kindness. The joy we bring to
these campers helping them play games, build campfires, and set up tents should make every one
feel proud and honored to be a Boy Scout. These kids are not able to do the same task as easily as
others. Special Needs Camporee allows them to come to camp and forget all about their problems.
This year went very smoothly with little to no difficulties. We had around 100
OA members show up to this event to help staff booths and serve food - it couldn’t
have been better. We also had Venturing and Girl Scouts assist us this year (but
between you and me, Echockotee was the best). All I left have to say that I am proud
to be a part of our lodge and I cannot wait until next year to be a part of this event again.

Thank you to those who attended SLS in November - It was a great event!
Now, get ready for Section Conference, April 8-10, 2016 at Camp Elmore!

Winter Fellowship 2016
By Cole Gabriel, Lodge Chief

Our 2016 Winter Fellowship will be everything but the same old thing. To start,
we’re kicking off our 75th anniversary with great games, incredible training, and many
more fun things to come. Do remember that your dues will be due, $15 in addition to the
regular fellowship fee. Also during fellowship, all committee chairman positions will be
reset and we will hold chapter and lodge officer elections. If you are interested in holding
a position within the lodge, there will be a mandatory meeting during the weekend.
Please talk to your chapter or lodge leadership if you’re interested in holding a position!
On the business side of the weekend, we will be approving a few bylaw updates.
Please take a chance to review those on our website at www.echockotee.org/
BylawRevisions2016.pdf. In addition, we will be recognizing several members of our
lodge with the Vigil Honor, a high recognition for exemplary service. Finally, we’ll be
opening a time capsule that was sealed during the 50th anniversary of our lodge to
celebrate the beginning of our 75th. With all of these exciting events and no service,
you should definitely come out to our 2016 Winter Fellowship! I hope to see you there!
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A Year in Review

By Kyle Kipple, Lodge Secretary
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As lodge secretary, I have a cool job to look through dozens of photos to use in our lodge
publications. With so many events that happened in 2015, here’s some of my favorite memories:

New Lodge Box Items
By Wyatt Wiltse

Hey guys! The Lodge Box is offering many new products at Winter
Fellowship, so be sure to bring a few extra dollars! Our new lodge T-shirt
is $10, whereas our 75th anniversary T-shirt is $12. We will have 2 new
lodge flaps, including a blacked, ghosted flap (only 74 made!). It will be $40,
with the 1st flap being raffled off. Raffle tickets will cost $1 each with a
minimum of purchasing 5 raffle tickets. The second flap will be a white
ghosted flap that will be going for $5 each. See you at the Lodge Box!
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Chapter Reports
Apieka

Elemukulek

We have had a wonderful time this year with
all the spectacular events, including NOAC
and all of the fellowships! Overall, this past
year has been amazing and fruitful, and we
hope to have another one even better next
year. This fellowship we are waving good bye
to the sandy beaches of Hawaii and flying
into the winter wonderland of Alaska. Not to
mention that it is our lodge’s 75th anniversary
which undoubtedly means amazing games,
spectacular
training,
and
incredible
shows. We can‘t wait to see you there.

We have accomplished a lot together in 2015
and are ready to bring it at Winter Fellowship.
We plan on coming fully dressed in our most
spirited Alaskan gear. I hope to see everybody
there! My officers and I are preparing for a
smooth change of leadership to welcome
our new chapter officers. The Elemukulek
Chapter recently had our District Cub-O-Ree
down at Sunny Camp Shands this November,
and pulled off a very successful weekend
for our Cub Scouts. They had a blast, and so
did our staff despite the cold weather. We
-Jonathan Gitzendanner, Apieka Chapter Chief have had a fantastic year and are going to
finish it out strong. It has been an absolute
pleasure working with all of Echockotee
Oglala
Lodge and the Elemukulek Chapter. Our
Hello Echockotee! Oglala Chapter had a great ducks are ready for Winter Fellowship!
showing down at Special Needs Camporee -Matt Waeltz, Elemukulek Chapter Chief
and gladly helped out in whatever way we
could. The chapter had a fantastic time seeing
Onathequa
everyone’s booths and had a large number of
Arrowmen helping out with Sunday cleanup. Greetings from Onathequa! We are extremely
We had an awesome time at Fall Fellowship and excited for the upcoming fellowship. We have
had an especially great time with the Hawaii more than doubled are numbers this year
theme. We hope to see plenty of people down and we are still growing in members and
at Camp Shands for the Winter Fellowship! in Brotherhood. Who are we? Onathequa!
-Daniel Fisher, Oglala Chapter Chief
-Christian Rodriguez, Onathequa Chapter Chief

Text your chapter’s code
to 84483 to stay informed
with text alerts!

APIEKA
Apieka:
Elemukulek: DUCKSGO

OGLALA
Oglala:
Oklawaha: FENIX
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Oklawaha
Hello Echockotee Lodge! Our chapter
had a great time at the past event! We
had a lot of fun participating in all of the
games, training, ceremonies, and service.
You will be sure to see our chapter spirit
wherever you are! We are looking forward
to our next event, where we will have lots
of fun. Until then, see you later Echockotee!
-Oklawaha Chapter Chief

Osceola
Hello Echockotee Lodge! Our chapter
had a great time at the past event! We
had a lot of fun participating in all of the
games, training, ceremonies, and service.
You will be sure to see our chapter spirit
wherever you are! We are looking forward
to our next event, where we will have lots
of fun. Until then, see you later Echockotee!
-Osceola Chapter Chief

Timucuan
Hello Echockotee Lodge! Our chapter
had a great time at the past event! We
had a lot of fun participating in all of the
games, training, ceremonies, and service.
You will be sure to see our chapter spirit
wherever you are! We are looking forward
to our next event, where we will have lots
of fun. Until then, see you later Echockotee!
-Timucuan Chapter Chief

Onathequa:
Osceola:
Saturiwa:
Seminole:
Timucuan:

OWL200
OSCEOLA200
PLANET
PANTHERSROAR
BUFFITUP

Saturiwa
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Saturiwa has been working
hard to finish the year on
a strong note. Since Fall Fellowship, we
have started a chapter ceremonies team,
had a chapter fun night at the bowling
alley and have been working on the various
competitions. We look forward to putting
on a good showing at Winter Fellowship.
We have had a great year with the current
group of officers and can’t wait to see
what the next year has in store. PLANET!!!
-Justin Cowell, Saturiwa Chapter Chief

Seminole
Seminole Chapter had a wonderful Fall
Fellowship, and an absolutely terrific year!
We had a ton of fun at Fall Fellowship,
and wore our Hawaiian Hats proudly
all weekend. We can’t wait for Winter!
-Griffen Walters, Seminole Chapter Chief
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Calendar of Events
Date

Event

Location

January 8-10, 2016

Winter Fellowship

Camp Shands

March 4-6, 2016

Spring Fellowship

Camp Shands

April 8-10, 2016

Section Conference

Camp Elmore

April 30, 2016

Service Day

Camp Shands

May 20-22, 2016

Summer Fellowship

Camp Shands

July 9, 2016

Echockotee’s 75th Birthday

Founded at Camp Echockotee

September 23-25, 2016

Fall Fellowship

Camp Shands

